






FORM 14A

USE THIS FORM TO COMPLETE ANSWERS TO CRITERIA 1 THROUGH 4.  NUMBER EACH ADDITIONAL RESPONSE WITH THE CORRESPONDING CRITERIA NUMER AND SUB-CRITERIA.  USE AS MANY PAGES AS NEEDED.
A. (Con’t)  As part of the overall project, earthen diversion structures, used to divert water out of the river into acequias, need to be replaced by more durable/permanent structures. This would provide a more efficient method of moving water into acequias and would minimize maintenance costs and work in the river required to repair the earthen structures, which are easily damaged by high water events and introduce unnatural sediment depositions into the river environment.  
In combination with water stored from high-flow events, these structures could be operated to reduce or eliminate drying in the river.  Please see the attached conceptual infrastructure developments that have been developed and could be further assessed and/or utilized. [Telesto maps]

TIER-1 APPLICATION TO THE NEW MEXICO INTERSTATE STREAM COMMISSION 


FOR NEW MEXICO UNIT OR WATER UTILIZATION ALTERNATIVE 


UNDER THE ARIZONA WATER SETTLEMENTS ACT





APPLICANT INFORMATION (PRINT OR TYPE ONLY)�
DATE: �
�






Legal Name: 


GILA BASIN IRRIGATION COMMISSION


(received 4/28/2011 9:48 AM)








2. Organization: GILA BASIN IRRIGATION COMMISSION –Irrigators and acequias in the Gila Basin and other ex-officio members





3.  Address (street, city, county, state, and zip code):





P.O. Box 351


Gila, NM 88038


Grant County





4.  Name, email, and phone number of contract person:





Topper Thorpe, Chairman


� HYPERLINK "mailto:topperthorpe@gmail.com" �topperthorpe@gmail.com�


575-535-2391





5.  TYPE OF APPLICATION (check one):


[ ] Final   [x ] Preliminary for review  [ ] Revised





6.  TYPE OF APPLICANT (CHECK BOX):


[ ] local governments or municipalities





[ x] soil and water conservation districts, irrigation districts or commissions, acequias, or other political subdivision of the State of New Mexico





[ ] institutions of higher education or a consortium of such institutions





[ ]  non-profit organizations or associations





[ ] private individual/s





[ ] federal agency (ies)





[ ] Other (specify)





7.  BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIPTION:


This is a project to divert, store and distribute some, or all of the water available under the ASWA, through an upgraded infrastructure to assure a dependable and adequate supply of water in the river throughout the year to meet agricultural, environmental, recreational, and other needs, while also providing flood control to minimize damage to land adjacent to the river.





8.  AREAS AFFECTED (describe by county, municipality, township, etc. as applicable):


Primarily areas adjacent to the Gila River, beginning in the upper Gila Basin, extending to the Arizona border. Grant and Hidalgo Counties would be primarily affected with less impact on Luna and Catron counties.





9.  TOTAL FUNDING REQUESTED (in $1,000):





11. TITLE:


  Chairman





10a. TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF, ALL DATA IN THIS APPLICATION ARE TRUE AND CORRECT, THE DOCUMENT HAS BEEN DULY AUTHORIZED BY THE GOVERNI9NG BODY OF THE APPLICANT AND THE APPLICANT WILL COMPLY WITH THE ATTACHED REQUIREMENTS AND ASSURANCES IF THE PROPOSAL IS ACCEPTED.





10b. TYPED OR PRINTED NAME OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE:


  Topper Thorpe





12.  PHONE NUMBER:


 575-535-2391





13. SIGNATURE:


/s/ Topper Thorpe





DATE:


  April 27, 2011





2012: $400	





2013: $400 





2017: $25,000





2018: $150





2014: $4,000





2015: $50,000





2019: $150





2020: $150





2021: $150





2016: $50,000





14.  Evaluation criteria.  Comprehensive responses to criteria A through D should be supported where possible by the best available science and scientific data, studies, models, and, where applicable, cite state, regional, or other water plans.  Where such data and information is not available, applications should include best estimates and describe how such information would be obtained.  Applications that do not include the requested information will not satisfy Tier-1 standards and, therefore, will not be eligible for Tier-2 consideration.   Use Form 14a if needed.  Print or type only.





A.State whether the proposal is for the “New Mexico Unit,” a “water utilization alternative,” or both.





The proposed project would be combination of a “New Mexico Unit” and a “water utilization alternative.”


The overall project would be a “New Mexico Unit”, which would divert water into surface and/or underground storage for distribution down river during the year to assure an adequate and dependable supply of water in the river for agricultural, environmental, recreational, fire safety, and other needs. (Continued on 14a) 











and other needs. An additional benefit would be for flood control. (con’t 14a)




















B.  Describe how the proposal will meet a “water supply demand” in the Southwest New Mexico Water Planning Region, comprised of Catron, Grant, Hidalgo and Luna Counties.








The project will meet a water supply demand by assuring that there is water in the river throughout the year (provided “Mother Nature” cooperates), including low flow periods, which typically occur during the summer months, resulting in segments of the river going dry. An adequate and dependable supply of water in the river throughout the year would provide agricultural producers with additional cropping alternatives and more adequately and consistently meet environmental, wildlife habitat, and recreational needs, in and along the river.





C.  Describe how the proposal considers the Gila environment and describe how any negative impacts might be mitigated.








Assuring that an adequate and dependable supply of water is available in the river throughout the year will benefit environmental considerations. This includes benefits to both New Mexico State sensitive wildlife species as well as Federally listed Threatened and Endangered species found locally along the Gila river, and in the associated riparian and floodplain areas. Further, agricultural producers are more likely to stay in business and continue irrigating, a key factor for a healthy riparian area.





Concerns about the impact of diverting and storing water, and installing more permanent diversion structures to move water into acequias can be mitigated by design, installation, and maintenance considerations.  In addition, the terms of the Consumptive Use and Forbearance Agreement under which diversions of AWSA water can be made limit diversions to higher flow conditions when such diversions would not cause any significant impact to the ecological functions of the river and associated riparian habitat.





One of the greatest threats to the current Gila is expanding municipal and domestic development.  By supporting agricultural economies, there is less chance that agricultural lands will be converted to developments with the increased water demand and impacts to stream flow.








D.  Describe how the proposal considers the historic uses of and future demands for water in the Southwest New Mexico Water Planning Region and the traditions, cultures and customs affecting those uses.








The project proposed by the Gila Basin Irrigation Commission will fit historical uses in the Gila Basin and down river very well. It will be a primary consideration in retaining and encouraging expanded agricultural production along the river by assuring a dependable and adequate supply of water for alternative cropping options.





 At the same time it will sustain and improve environmental and wildlife habit considerations while broadening recreational opportunities, in and along the river. 





It will also provide an option for domestic well users, who are currently limited to in-house use of water, to access additional water for yards, gardens, and livestock without having to buy water rights from existing users.





The area in and along the Gila Basin and downstream continues to attract increased population, a trend which is expected to continue. This results in an increased demand for water. Since water supplies in this arid region are limited, it is essential to secure any water available under the AWSA, or any other source, and to retain all options for its use to meet current and future water demand.








